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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

05/03/18 
 
Statement from Patrick Rice, Guernsey Police Chief Officer: 

 
‘A forensic examination was carried out in the UK on 13th February, to try and help determine cause 
of death. Unfortunately this examination was inconclusive. Further work is needed, with additional 
expert help being sourced in the UK. Due to the nature of the remains, there are very few experts in 
the UK who can carry out the required examination and as such the earliest opportunity for this 
work to be done is the end of March. We hope to be in a position to provide additional answers 
following receipt of the results. 

 
‘I would also take this opportunity to again repeat some of the salient facts in relation to this case. 
The investigation has so far established that the remains found in the vehicle in January were that of 
Mikus Alps. A handwriting expert confirmed that a letter handed into police, which was sombre and 
reflective in content, was written by Mr Alps. Mr Alps was a supporter of a pro-Ukrainian movement 
and had visited the country. We are aware that Mr Alps’ Facebook account has been active since his 
remains were found; it is not uncommon for people to share their social media log-in details with 
others. 

 
‘There is no evidence linking Mr Alps’ activity in Ukraine with his remains being found in a burnt-out 
car in Guernsey.  Investigating officers continue to have an open mind pending further forensic 
results.’ 

 
 

ENDS 
Issued by Joel de Woolfson, Senior Media and PR Officer for the States of Guernsey, 
telephone number 717022. 


